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Before the 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
 
In the Matter of     ) 
       ) 
Request for Review of Decision of   ) 
Universal Service Administrator   ) File No. SLD-______ 
or, in the Alternative, Request for Waiver by  ) 
STRIVE Preparatory Schools    ) 
       ) 
Schools and Libraries Universal Service  ) CC Docket No. 02-6 
Support Mechanism     ) 
 

STRIVE PREPARATORY SCHOOLS’  
REQUEST FOR REVIEW OF DECISION OF USAC 

OR, IN THE ALTERNATIVE, REQUEST FOR WAIVER 
 
 Applicant Name:    STRIVE Preparatory Schools 
 Application Number:   1011445 
 Funding Request Number:   2679268 
 Funding Commitment Decision Letter: August 28, 2015 
 
 Pursuant to Section 54.719(b)-(c) of the Commission’s rules,1 STRIVE Preparatory 

Schools (“STRIVE Prep”), through its undersigned counsel, hereby submits this request for 

review of a decision of the Universal Service Administrative Company (“USAC”) or, in the 

alternative, request for waiver of Sections 54.504(a) and 54.507(c) of the Commission’s rules2 to 

permit STRIVE Prep to correct a ministerial or clerical error on its E-rate application after 

USAC’s issuance of a Funding Commitment Decision Letter (“FCDL”).   

I. BACKGROUND 

 For Funding Year 2014, STRIVE Prep requested and received E-rate funding to cover the 

first year of a three-year contract with Comcast for 1 Gbps fiber-based Internet access service for 

all of the STRIVE Prep schools at a total monthly recurring charge of $27,000 (“Multi-Year 1 

                                                   
1 47 C.F.R. § 54.719(b)-(c). 
2 See id. § 54.504(a) (requiring applicants to submit a completed FCC Form 471 to USAC); id. § 
54.507(c) (requiring filing of FCC Form 471 within the filing window). 



2 

Gbps Fiber Contract.”).3  For Funding Year 2015, STRIVE Prep fully intended to apply for E-

rate funding to cover the second year of the Multi-Year 1 Gbps Fiber Contract, but did not do so 

due to a ministerial or clerical error that occurred during preparation of the application.4  

Specifically, for the reasons detailed in the attached declaration, when STRIVE Prep’s E-rate 

consultant requested copies of all recent Comcast invoices for purposes of making funding 

requests in STRIVE Prep’s FCC Form 471 application for Funding Year 2015 (“2015 Form 471 

Application”), STRIVE Prep’s finance department mistakenly omitted invoices for the Multi-

Year 1 Gbps Fiber Contract and instead included invoices for a much smaller, outdated contract 

with Comcast for cable modem Internet access service at speeds ranging from 50 to 100 Mbps at 

six of the STRIVE Prep schools at monthly recurring charges ranging from $98.84 to $238.84 

(“50-100 Mbps Cable Contract”).5   

 As a result of this ministerial or clerical error, STRIVE Prep’s E-rate consultant requested 

funding in the 2015 Form 471 Application to cover the cost of services under the much smaller, 

outdated 50-100 Mbps Cable Contract (i.e., $98.84 to $238.84 per month) instead of the Multi-

Year 1 Gbps Fiber Contract (i.e., $27,000 per month).6  STRIVE Prep discovered and attempted 

to correct this ministerial or clerical error after USAC had issued the FCDL for STRIVE Prep’s 

2015 Form 471 Application.7  USAC denied the request on the ground that such errors cannot be 

corrected after the issuance of an FCDL.8   

                                                   
3 Declaration of Jeff Estes on behalf of STRIVE Preparatory Schools ¶ 3 (dated January 8, 2016) 
(“Estes Declaration”) (attached hereto as Attachment A). 
4 Id. ¶ 4. 
5 Id. ¶¶ 4-5. 
6 Id. ¶ 6. 
7 Id. ¶¶ 7-8. 
8 See Letter from Schools and Libraries Division, USAC, to Jim Abrahamsen, ETECHCO, E-rate 
Consultant for STRIVE Preparatory Schools, at 1-2 (dated Nov. 10, 2015) (“USAC Decision on 
Appeal”) (attached hereto as Attachment B).  This request is timely filed within 60 days of the 
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II. DISCUSSION 

 The Wireline Competition Bureau (“Bureau”), on delegated authority, has repeatedly 

permitted schools to correct ministerial or clerical errors that resulted in a funding request that 

was lower than what the school originally intended.  For example, in the Arkansas DIS Order, 

the Bureau held that the Arkansas Department of Information Systems “committed an error in 

completing its initial FCC Form 471 submission by mistakenly including an incorrect funding 

request amount” of approximately $27,000 per month instead of nearly $490,000 per month.9  

The Bureau held that the mistake was “sufficiently similar” to the “ministerial, clerical, or 

procedural errors” in the Commission’s Bishop Perry Order and therefore “warrant[ed] a waiver 

of the Commission’s rules.”10 

 Moreover, the Bureau has repeatedly allowed E-rate applicants to correct ministerial or 

clerical errors that inadvertently resulted in lower funding requests even after USAC issued the 

relevant FCDL.  For instance, the Bureau recently granted an appeal of a USAC decision 

denying the Harrisburg, Pennsylvania City School District’s request for a post-FCDL funding 

increase due to a ministerial or clerical error.11  Specifically, the district explained that (1) it 

made a funding request for $2,350 instead of nearly $4,800 per month because it inadvertently 

included only port charges instead of both port and transport charges in its funding request; and 

(2) it did not discover and attempt to correct the ministerial or clerical error until after USAC 
                                                                                                                                                                    
USAC Decision on Appeal.  See 47 C.F.R. § 54.720(a) (requiring requests for review or waiver 
to be filed within 60 days of USAC’s decision). 
9 See Requests for Review and Waiver of Decisions of the Universal Service Administrator by 
State of Arkansas Department of Information Systems, Little Rock, Arkansas, et al.; Schools and 
Libraries Universal Service Support Mechanism, Order, 23 FCC Rcd. 9373, ¶¶ 11-12 (2008) 
(“Arkansas DIS Order”). 
10 Id. ¶ 12 (citing Request for Review of the Decision of the Universal Service Administrator by 
Bishop Perry Middle School, New Orleans, LA, et al.; Schools and Libraries Universal Service 
Support Mechanism, Order, 21 FCC Rcd. 5316, ¶ 11 (2006) (“Bishop Perry Order”)). 
11 See Streamlined Resolution of Requests Related to Actions by the Universal Service 
Administrative Company, Public Notice, 30 FCC Rcd. 9373, at 5-6 (rel. Sept. 30, 2015). 
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issued the FCDL.12   

 Similarly, in 2014, the Bureau permitted Kress, Texas Independent School District to 

correct an error13—discovered after the FCDL was issued—in which the district requested 

$18,000 instead of approximately $50,000 in funding due to a “mathematical error.”14  In the 

same order,15 the Bureau also allowed Nash-Rocky Mount Schools to correct an error (again, 

discovered after the FCDL was issued) in which the schools mistakenly requested approximately 

$6,000 per month, the amount they had been saving under a revised contract, instead of the 

actual billed amount of nearly $14,000 per month.16   

 Consistent with this precedent, the Bureau should grant the instant request to permit 

STRIVE Prep to correct the ministerial or clerical error that resulted in a funding request 

insufficient to cover the second year of STRIVE Prep’s multi-year contract with Comcast.  

STRIVE Prep has been able to negotiate changes to that contract such that Comcast will provide 

Internet access services at speeds ranging from 100 to 300 Mbps at an average monthly recurring 

cost of $12,583.33 for the 2015-2016 school year17 instead of 1 Gbps Internet access service at a 

monthly recurring cost of $27,000.  While STRIVE Prep has been able to reduce its costs under 

the contract, STRIVE Prep and its students will suffer significant undue hardship if STRIVE 

Prep does not receive sufficient E-rate funding to cover these costs.  In particular, if STRIVE 

                                                   
12 See Harrisburg City School District Request for Waiver, CC Dkt. No. 02-6, at 1 (filed Sept. 8, 
2015). 
13 See Requests for Waiver and/or Review of Decisions of the Universal Service Administrator by 
Camnet, Inc. (Camelback Academy), Glendale, Arizona et al.; Schools and Libraries Universal 
Service Support Mechanism, Order and Order on Reconsideration, 29 FCC Rcd. 7581, Appendix 
A (2014) (“Camelback Academy Order”). 
14 See Kress Independent School District, Request for Review and Waiver, CC Dkt. No. 02-6, at 
3 & Exhibits A, C (filed Jan. 14, 2014). 
15 Camelback Academy Order, Appendix A. 
16 See Nash-Rocky Mount Schools Request for Review, CC Dkt. No. 02-6, at 1 (filed Oct. 22, 
2013). 
17 Estes Declaration ¶ 9. 
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Prep is denied funding to cover the second year of its multi-year contract with Comcast, STRIVE 

Prep will be forced to make budget reductions that may negatively impact students and their 

academic performance.18  Thus, rigid adherence to the Commission’s rules in this case would not 

serve the public interest.19  Furthermore, there is no evidence of waste, fraud, or abuse of the E-

rate program on the part of STRIVE Prep.20 

III. CONCLUSION 

 For the foregoing reasons, the Bureau should permit STRIVE Prep to correct the 

ministerial or clerical error on its 2015 Form 471 Application and request sufficient funding to 

cover the second year of its multi-year contract with Comcast for Internet access services.  The 

corrected funding request and supporting documentation are attached to this request. 

      Respectfully submitted, 

      /s/ Ari Q. Fitzgerald   
      Ari Q. Fitzgerald 
      Nirali Patel 
      Hogan Lovells US LLP 
      555 Thirteenth Street, NW 
      Washington, DC 20004 
      (202) 637-5423 
 
      Jeff Estes 
      Senior Director of Technology 
      STRIVE Preparatory Schools 
      2480 W. 26th Avenue, Suite B-360 
      Denver, CO 80211 
      (720) 515-9213 
cc:   Jim Abrahamsen  
  ETECHCO 
  E-rate Consultant for STRIVE Preparatory Schools 
  P.O. Box 469 
  Grand Lake, CO 80447 
  (303) 919-0842 
  abrahamsenj@comcast.net 
                                                   
18 Id. ¶ 10. 
19 See, e.g., Bishop Perry Order ¶ 11; Arkansas DIS Order ¶ 12. 
20 See, e.g., id.  
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Attachments: Attachment A, Declaration of Jeff Estes on behalf of STRIVE Preparatory   
   Schools 
  Attachment B, USAC Decision on Appeal 
  Attachment C, Corrected Funding Request 
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